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A note from our new President
Hi Fellow Canopy Keepers,

Thank you for your support of the Alliance for Cape Fear
Trees. I am delighted to be assuming the reins from Connie
Parker, who in her reliable leadership style, conceived,
organized and activated a nonprofit dedicated to our canopy
and which, today, can claim real horsepower.

There is urgency to our work. You needn’t drive far to see that
our canopy has taken a hit from development, age and blight,
and the dreaded “H” word, with this (well, every) storm season
being potentially fierce.

We have new committees established offering you great
opportunities to plug in and connect with fellow tree lovers. We
are a happy, productive bunch and I will tell you it feels really
good to spend a periodic Saturday morning planting or tending
to trees. Not your thing? Then consider participating on our
advocacy committee, a new committee that is leaning into
urgent matters before our elected officials.

Read on. There are plenty of opportunities to do more than
despair! Come and get your hands dirty with us!

Margee Herring

Want to do more for our canopy? Volunteer on a Committee

https://youtube.com/clip/UgkxZTWStI1pSiCZI4Q8XYNq3UUQb749K28r?si=7WUDMwqBuA-UFad7
https://youtube.com/clip/UgkxR_IuARdlueJFWXz_8Os72e9Aid_K7n3X?si=47ePw5h8kgQh0eTk
http://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=639aee38-710b-4594-adf7-3bc5f28c13a0


We have openings on a number of committees, namely Advocacy, Tree Plantings &
Distributions, and Volunteer Engagement.

Learn more about each committee and who to contact on our Committees page.

Tree Stewards:
registration for the class of 2024 is open!

The Tree Stewards are a trained group
of knowledable volunteers who are
essential to taking care of the many
trees the Alliance plants.

Learn more about the program in
general at our Tree Stewards page.

Learn more about the specifics of the
2024 class, including schedule,
syllabus, requirements, and enrollment
at the Tree Stewards - Class 2024
page.

On Saturday, July 20th, the Tree
Stewards had another productive and
satisfying morning mulching and
staking 37 trees. We also had another
Jr. Tree Keeper emerge to help us out!
Our trees are looking good!

We can always use more volunteers. If
you'd like to help, email to
info@acftrees.org.

 Nature at Work: A Campaign to Restore
our Biodiversity

May we suggest

A new community-wide campaign, Nature At Work, looks to
shift our collective reliance on turf and grass, and move our
region toward a more sustainable model of landscaping.

Inspired by the work of Dr. Doug Tallamy, particularly his book
Natures Best Hope, we are engaging developers, HOAs,
residents and business owners, helping all to see the relative
ease and undeniable rewards that come from diminishing
grass, reducing invasives, planting more trees and introducing
more natives.

https://www.allianceforcapefeartrees.com/volunteer-committees
https://www.allianceforcapefeartrees.com/treestewards
https://www.allianceforcapefeartrees.com/tree-stewards-fall24
mailto:info@acftrees.org


a book for your
summer
reading? 

Importantly, trees, especially native oaks, are the keystone
plant in a thriving biodiverse landscape. So, the Alliance for
Cape Fear Trees is taking the lead in establishing this
movement.

With a drive to commit our community-at-large to this new
urban landscape, we are kicking off our campaign with a
community-read of Natures Best Hope. We are particularly
grateful to the Friends of the Arboretum for funding the
purchase of both the hardcover books and the soft cover young
readers version, suitable for middle school ages.

Read ahead! You can get your e-copy through the New
Hanover County Library’s Libby app. You can listen to the
audiobook on Spotify. You can buy your own copy wherever
books are sold. Or, just wait to hear more about when our free
copies are available. 

July was a little wetter
than usual - but still check

& water your trees!
According to the National Weather Service,
Wilmington received 7.79 inches of rain in July, which
is a little above July's normal 6.86 inches, but 3x
June's very dry 2.63 inches. Even with this additional
rain, our summers are hot, so please check on your
trees.

The first video demonstrates how to determine how
thirsty your tree might be. The second video
demonstrates how to properly water with a hose. A
rule of thumb is 10 gallons per inch of trunk diameter
per week. For 2 inch diameter tree, that's 20 gallons,
or about 6-8 minutes depending on your hose flow.

and last but not least...
Connie speaks at Arbor Day Foundation

Member Summit 2024

https://www.nhcgov.com/1216/eLibrary


I was honored to be invited to participate as a speaker by Arbor Day Foundation
during Member Summit 2024, June 1- 13 in Nebraska City, Nebraska, home of Arbor
Day Farm and Lied Lodge. Yet not until I was there did I fully realize how very
special this opportunity was. I and the Alliance for Cape Fear Trees were selected to
represent all the amazing work Arbor Day Foundation has facilitated in disaster
recovery across the United States!

I was a member of a two-person discussion moderated by Lachel Bradley-Williams,
Mission Delivery Manager, Community Trees, who had visited Wilmington two years
ago. The other person was Doug Satre from San Diego’s Plant with Purpose,
representing the international work Arbor Day has done to restore trees in areas of
disaster. The talk covered our national and international planting projects, disaster
recovery, long-term community support, and the wide-ranging impact of trees. The
audience was made up of long-time members/donors to Arbor Day. I hope we
inspired them to continue their valued support to this impressive Foundation.

The other part of my participation was mingling with the donors and Arbor Day
leadership at a lovely reception in the gardens of the historic Arbor Lodge Mansion,
learning from small group activities, and enjoying a barbeque dinner at the Farm
Barn, where Lizzie Johnson, a staff writer at the Washington Post and author of
“Paradise: One Town’s Struggle to Survive an American Wildfire” described that
horrible disaster.

I was treated royally with a special pick-up at the Omaha airport including a lunch, by
the regional leaders ACFT has worked with, Amy Lester and Shannon Jerram;
overnights in the beautiful lodge; gift bags in the room with notes from people who
could not be there, like Matt Spitsen, Director of the Alliance for Community Trees;
and a ride back to Omaha with Lachel. I quickly realized that this is an organization
that has a special chemistry among all staff and who are completely energized by
their work for trees. On behalf of ACFT, I am grateful to have been singled out to
represent our work and grateful to Arbor Day Foundation for their incredible support.

Connie Parker

Reading this newsletter on our website or Facebook or
Instagram? - but would prefer to have it sent directly to your
email inbox. Sign up for our newsletter.

Help us help our trees. Visit our
Website

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/q64YkMi/acftress?source_id=639aee38-710b-4594-adf7-3bc5f28c13a0&source_type=em&c=
http://www.acftrees.org


Your donation allows us to plant, preserve, protect and
plant trees to enhance the quality of life and health for
present and future generation in the Lower Cape Fear
area.

Donate

Follow our Socials!
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